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SUMMARY  
As we enter a new year, two new exhibits have gone up, the fiberglass art figures have arrived 

for the Childrenôs Museum fundraiser, the bottom floor / front room of the future Childrenôs 

Museum location has been cleared out, and new efforts in marketing and archiving are moving 

forward. 

 

Volunteer Hours 

 

Ellen Corker volunteered approximately 80 hours during the month of February. She assisted 

with tours, office work (scanning, answering phones, etc.), exhibit development, press releases, 

gift shop inventory, web site updates, social media updates, membership database updates / 

acknowledgement letters, greeting visitors, and other day-to-day activities. She also developed a 

proposed brochure for rental venue marketing. 

Dorothy Pope volunteered approximately 88 hours this month. She led efforts to relocate the 

unaccessioned items from the Edgar B. Hollis estate (and other unaccessioned items) from the 

Clark Street building to the Male Academy Museum for temporary storage en route to auction / 



final disposal. She also took down the holiday textile exhibit and  prepared the garments and 

mannequins for the new exhibit. 

Eric Gilley volunteered approximately 30 hours this month. He is working on digitizing our 

audio cassette collection, which consists of oral histories collected during the 1990s. These tapes 

will be converted into digital mp3 files and made available in the online database we are 

developing. Transcripts will also be developed that will allow us to use the oral histories in 

future exhibits and interpretation, including online exhibits. He also assisted with hanging panels 

for the new exhibit on the history of local black schools. 

Jake Flanagan volunteered approximately 10 hours this month. He is assisting us with organizing 

some of our collections, focusing primarily on published material (books / magazines, etc.) 

 

Pamela Prange, Barbara Tumperi, and Bette Hickman volunteered a number of hours this month 

for the Childrenôs Committee, dealing with the arrival of the fiberglass horses, trucks, trains, 

caboose, etc.  A front-page news story on the project appeared in the Newnan Times-Herald 



newspaper Feb. 14: ñWe have sold 18 trucks, 6 engines, 3 horses and our caboose,ò said 

Tumperi. She said the committee hopes to have all the pieces painted, clear-coated and ready to 

put on the Court Square by June 1. Sponsorship for the truck pieces, modeled after a 1930 Ford 

pickup was $1,600. Horses were $3,000. Locomotives were $2,500, and the caboose, purchased 

by Newnan Utilities, was $5,000. Other committee members who volunteered this month 

included Sarah LaMance, Libby Carlson, Dolores Trezevant, Lisa Harwell, Dee Mack, Janie 

Westerman, Jeremy Henson, and Richard Prange. 

Members of the Collections, Curation, and Investment Committees also volunteered their time 

this month. John Thrasher also volunteered time as treasurer and Lisa Harwell volunteered time 

as president. 

Two of last yearôs most prominent volunteers, Jan Bowyer and Carolyn Turner, were recognized 

by local organizations this month. Jan Bowyer was recognized as Citizen of the Year by the 

Newnan Presbyterian Church, while Turner was recognized as Outstanding Woman in American 

History by the General Daniel Newnan chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Both were recognized on the front page of the Times-Herald in the Feb. 27 edition. 

 

Approximately 200 total volunteer hours were logged this month. 

 

 

 



Exhibits / Programming 

 

Exhibits this month were ñNaughty Newnan: From Corsets to Couture,ò and ñA Century of 

History: Black Schools in Coweta County Before Integration.ò The Times-Herald and Citizen 

newspapers covered both exhibits, with photographs. 

 



Visitors to these two new exhibits included Lance Green from Vidalia; Julie Patrick from 

Whitesburg; Martha Secor of Newnan; Merill Cornay of Newnan; Charlene Hildenburg, Tena 

Froescrkoessglein, and Ruth Benedict of Newnan; Pamela White of Newnan; Sarah Dillon of 

Newnan; Gary Reano of Newnan; Emma Reano from Newnan, Tom Farmer of Newnan; Carolyn 

Brown from Newnan; Mamie Farley from Richmond, VA; Susan and Jim Baker from Newnan; 

Chris, Gina, and Maxine Hauser from Peachtree City; Marcia Henderson from Peachtree City; 

Tom and Sue Samoden from Tyrone; Carol Wilson from Newnan; Steele Parsons from Newnan, 

Lauren Quill from Newnan; Ryan Belt from Lawrenceville, and others. We also had a group 

from the Heritage School tour the Depot. February admissions totaled $201.  

 

 

Director Jeff Bishop also delivered a program on Newnanôs history at the Carnegie Library on 

Feb. 4. Approximately 30 people were in attendance. 



Elizabeth Beers is developing a program for later this month on the Powell Elementary School to 

accompany the black school exhibit. Work is also proceeding on the ñHollywood in Newnanò 

exhibit and a spring photography exhibit. 

The gift shop in the McRitchie-Hollis Museum generated $50.29 in February. 

Membership 

In February we have already exceeded the total number of memberships we received for the 

previous two years. We had 128 paid members as of July, 2014, and the same number by 

December of 2013. We have 130 members who have paid for renewals or new memberships so 

far for 2015. Those memberships total $10,500 (up $1,500 over last month). About 20 to 30 

memberships are coming in per month. 

Rentals 
 

There were no rentals made or rental contracts signed during the month of February. 

 

Lisa, Glenda and Jeff met and discussed some possible changes to the fee structure to entice 

rentals at the McRitchie-Hollis Museum and to streamline the rental process: 

 
1. We propose changing the McRitchie-Hollis fee structure as follows: 

a. For use of the gardens / outdoors only, $800 will be charged (plus $400 

deposit). 

b. For use of the gardens plus access to the catering kitchen and one bathroom, 

and additional $200 will be charged, for a total of $1,000 (plus $400 deposit). 

c. For use of the house only, without access to the grounds, the fee will be 

$1,300 (plus $400 deposit). This includes access only to the downstairs of the 

museum. The upstairs bedroom (Mildred's room) will be available by special 

request for limited uses. 

d. For general access and use of the complete facility, including the grounds and 

the museum, the charge will remain $2,000 (plus $400 deposit). 

e. Non-profit groups will be charged $950 (plus $400 deposit) for use of the 

McRitchie-Hollis Museum or the Depot. 

f. Civil clubs and other non-profit local organizations will be charged $200 for 

board meetings, without access to the kitchen. For access to the catering kitchen, 

there will be an additional $150 charge -- the total charge will be $350.  

g. For limited-impact events, left up to the discretion of the venue rental 

coordinator, some private functions will be allowed in a single room (the living 

room), with access to a bathroom and the catering kitchen. General access to the 

grounds and the rest of the museum is not allowed. The event shall not occur for 

more than three hours. The cost is $500 (plus a $400 deposit). 

2. Henceforward the $400 deposit on both venues will be refundable only after 

the contracted event has occurred, if the venue passes inspection. Should an 

event be canceled for any reason whatsoever, the $400 deposit is non-

refundable. 



  

Facilities and Grounds 
 

The ground floor (main room and corridor) of the future Childrenôs Museum location at Clark 

Street was cleared out this month to make room for improvements to the space in anticipation of 

the development of future exhibits. Over 100 pieces of furniture and other various items were 

moved and will be auctioned. City crews are expected to begin work on the building soon. 

 

 

 
 

A few items will require shelving to place and organize them properly in other parts of the 

building. The shelving will cost approximately $302.85. 

 

The locks were changed at the Depot to increase security, due to the current exhibit of Civil War 

artifacts. The new keys will be much harder to duplicate (they are the same type of key used at 

the McRitchie-Hollis Museum). 

 

Three electrical contractors have examined a number of electrical problems at the Depot and the 

McRitchie-Hollis Museum in order to submit bids to correct the issues. One bid has come in at 

between $1,090 and $1,120. The other two bids should arrive shortly. 

 



Sentry Surveillance has submitted a proposal to increase security with camera surveillance at our 

facilities. This proposal has been forwarded to Lisa Harwell, president, and other proposals are 

being sought for comparison purposes. Currently there is no security system for collections at the 

Clark Street building, and the alarm system at the McRitchie-Hollis is not functional. None of 

our facilities has camera surveillance. 

 

Requests for bid proposals have been sent out to a number of vendors for a server system for 

NCHS. We are waiting to hear back from them. We anticipate a response shortly. 

 

Grants 
Jessie Merrell is working on a $2,000 programming grant which will be submitted to the Georgia 

Humanities Council later this week. The grant focuses on programming that will accompany our 

planned ñHollywood in Newnanò exhibit theme for the second half of this year. 

 

Committees 
The Collections Committee, Investment Committee, Childrenôs Committee, and Curation 

Committee all had meetings this month. Chairmen of the committees will report back to the 

board on actions / recommendations for each committee. 

 

Marketing  
Our new ad for our rental venues recently appeared in We are in need of new brochures for the 

marketing of our rental venues as well as our exhibits at all NCHS facilities. Ellen Corker has 

developed a proposed brochure for the rental venues. 

 

 



 

 
 

This completes the February, 2015 Executive Directorôs report.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Bishop 

Director 


